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IN THE CLAIMS 




it 



id- 



V 



1-21. (withdrawn) 

22. (currently amended) A container closure comprising: 

a. a top, having an interior surface and an exterior surface; 

b. an annular oute rmost skirt, depending from and being centered on the interior 
surface of said top, said outelgmosTskirt having a first face which faces inward toward 
the center of said outer most \skirt> a second face which faces outward from said 
outermost skirt, a top edge which abuts said top, and a bottom edge, and said 
oute rmost skirt having a first diameter at the top edge of the outward face and a 
second diameter at the bottom edge of the outward face wherein said top diameter is 
greater than said bottom diameter pausing said oute rmost skirt to have a frus to- 
conical configuration on the exterior Surface; 

c. an annular inne rmost skirt, ^epWding from and being centered on the interior surface of 
said top, said iimeimost skirt having a fust surface which faces inward toward the center of the *, 
skirt and a second surface which faces outward toward said outer most skirt; ! 

d. at least one thread attached to the inward facing surface of said inner most skirt; and j 

e. at least one rib, depending from said top and extending radially along said top to said' 

\ i 

\ 1 
oute rmost skirt, said rib also being attached to the outward facing surface of said innermost skin and; 



A. 



said inward face of said innermost face : 



said at least one rib having a fir§taxial dime 



sion at said innermost skirt and a second axial; 
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dimension at said outef skirt, said first axial dimension being less than Isaid second axial 



X 



\ 



a 3 



dimension[[.]]; 

g. said at least one rib\being opposite an outer skirt rib extending along said outward face of ; 
said outermost skirt. 

23 . (currently amended) The closure of claim 22 wherein said inner skirt defines a length and at ! 
least part of said rib is the same length as said inne rmost skirt. 
24- (currently amended) The closure of claim 22 wherein said outer skirt defines a length and at* 
least part of said rib is the same length as said outer skirt. 

25. (canceled) 

26. (currently amended) The closure of claim 22 wherein said outer skirt defines a length and at ; 
least part of said rib is shorter than theuength of said oute rmost skirt, 

27. (currently amended) The closur&of claim 22 wherein said inne rmost skirt has a diameter that ! 

\ i 
is less than the bottom diameter of said outer most skirt and said closure further includes an annular '. 

\ i 

flange depending from the interior surface of said top and being centered on the interior surface of' 



said top, said flange having a diameter that is Waller than the diameter of said inne rmost skirt. 




8. ] (currently amended) A container closure comprising: 
a. a top, having an interior surface and an exterior surface: 



b. an annular outer skirt, depending from and being centered on said interior surface of said 
top.s^K^^ an inwardl)(dire^ ^ 

face, a top edge, and a bottom edge, and said outermost\skirt having a first diameter at the top / j 



edge of the outward face and a second diameter at said bottom edge of said second face wherein ' / 
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said first diameter is greater than said second diameter; 
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C. 



at least one annulai\mner skirt, depending from said interior surface of said top, said 
inne rmost skirt having an inwardly directed first surface and an outwardly directed second 
surface; 

(^T) at least one rib, depending from said top and attached to said outwardly 'directed facing 
surface of said inne rmost skirt; 



e. said at least one rib extending from said inne rmost skirt to said outer most skirt and being j 




A 



opposite an outer skirt rib yocated orran outer surface\of said outermost skirt , 



^9. (currently amended) The container closure of claim 28 wherein said inne rmost skirt defines a 
first axial length and a first portion of sa|d rib has a length substantially equal to said first axial 
length. 

iji. (currently amended) The container cloWe of claim 29 wherein said outer most skirt defines a ,j 
second axial length and a second portion of^saldribTias a length substantially equal to said second j 
axial length. 

1 . (previously presented) The container closure of claim 28, said rib having a tapered lower j 
edge, 

32. (currently amended) A container closure comp 

a. a top, having an interior surface and an exterior surface; 



ax 



b. first and second c oncentric j khxsjepending^om said interior surface of said top,/f 
said first skirt being an inner most skirt and said second skirt ^ing ^oute rmost star t said 
outermost skirt having a larger axial dimension than said innenAost skirt ; I 
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at least one Ajrea d attached to an inward facing surface of said innermost skirt^ 

and, \ ! 

d. nt innot nnn rih\ plurality of ribs extending from said top[[,]] arjd [[extending]] 

between said first and second sjrirts[[.]] , said «t least one rib bein P opposite an outer skirt rib 
positioned on an outer surface oif sa id outermost skirt; 

e " said plurality of tins hav ing a first port ion along sai^^skirt and a second 
portion along said second skirt, saik first por t ion being shorter Than said second portion. 
3^. (currently amended) The container closure of claim 32, said outermost skirt having ea 
outer skirt with a first upper larger diaineter and a second lower smaller diameter. 
3^ (canceled) 

35. (previously presented) The container closure of claim 32 further comprising a flange 
depending from said interior surface, of said^top and having a diameter smaller than said first 
skirt. 

^3 6. (previously presented) The container closure of claim 32, said closure having a frusto 
conical shape. 

37. (currently amended) A container closure, comprising 

a top wall and an outer skirt having a first diameter depending from said top wall; 
an inner skirt having a second diameter smallefohan said first diameter depending frony<j 

said top wall; . / /' 

a plurality of ribs depending from said top wall alo\g an inner face of said outermost 
skirt[[;]] and extending 3aid rdumlitiof ribo extending to anWer face of said innermost, skirt; 
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said outer skirt being\tapexed and being firusto-conical in shape[[.]]l 



nn said outer face ; 



^ * r i«n.lhv Af ribs b Hnr opposite, a n outrr skirt rib positioned' . 
of said outer skirt. 

^38. (currently amended) TheUtainer closure of claim 37(s^djb, havingla first edge 
having a length equal to said outernW skirt. ! 
39. (currently amended) The conLer closure of claim 37,^^m^ second edge 
having a length equal to said innermost Wrt. 

@ (previously presented) The contier closure of claimg)said rib being substantially L- j 

shaped. 

/JQ (previously presented) The container\losure of claim 40, said rib having a tapered lower ; 
edge. 

42. (currently amended) The container closurW claim 37, further comprising an annular 
flange depending from and centered on an interior s\face of said top wall, said annular flange 
having a diameter less than said innermost skirt. 



